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God's mercy can make even the driest land become a garden, 
can restore life to dry bones (cf. Ez 37:1-14). ... Let us be 
renewed by God's mercy, let us be loved by Jesus, let us 
enable the power of his love to transform our lives too; and let 
us become agents of this mercy, channels through which God 
can water the earth, protect all creation and make justice and 
peace flourish. 

- Pope Francis, Easter Urbi et Orbi message on March 31, 2013
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MISSION is a word most of us are familiar with and a
concept that the world of politics, business, the
humanities and religion all share. We speak of space
missions, UN missions, School mission statements and so
on. 

    In Europe mission has had a particular significance
throughout history. Right from the beginning of
Christianity in Europe many great saints left all behind to
travel throughout Europe and to the New World carrying
the mission of Christ: 

Today we still continue this mission to the world, many
young people give their time and energy to improve the
quality of life for others living in more challenging
conditions, this is the gift they bring, and what a beautiful
gift it is!

    From a Christian perspective mission has been at the
heart of our lives. Christ’s great commission to ‘go into all
the world and proclaim the good news’ (Mk. 16:15) has
resonated in the hearts of men and women who have
given their lives generously in the service of their brothers
and sisters. We know these people, some of them are
family members, or friends, or people we admire… Indeed
maybe one day we will be those people?   

    For us as Franciscan Missionaries of Mary, mission is
‘what we do’ and ‘who we are’– it is the ‘verb’ and the
‘noun’. The essence of mission has remained unchanged
from that great commission of Christ, but the way of
mission has not. Today we understand that mission is first
and foremost about relationship. 

    In the words of Donal Dorr ‘there is a two way exchange
of gifts between missionaries and the people among
whom they work…that mission is not just a matter of
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Mission: a verb or a noun?
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doing things for people. It is first of all a matter of being
with people, of listening and sharing with them.’i

    As FMM, part of our ‘being with people’ is through our
work and our presence: in parishes, as hospital and prison
chaplains, in youth ministry, with refugees/asylum seekers
and in sharing prayer and spirituality. Our communities
are places of welcome for all people and for our sisters
coming from around the world for language studies, some
of whom are now on mission here. They bring a richness
of culture and diversity, an awareness of our universality
and a strengthening of our relationship with our sisters

throughout the world; from Syria to Senegal and from
Argentina to Russia, where they too live out the mission
of Christ among his people, some through the difficulties
of war and famine, others reaching out to people of all
faiths and none, being ‘SISTER’ to our world.

    So is mission a verb or a noun? It is both and in the
words of Pope Francis “part of the ‘grammar’ of faith,
something essential for those who listen to the voice of
the Spirit…[for] those who follow Christ cannot fail to be
missionaries….” 

i Bevens Stephen B, Schroeder Roger P, 
Prophetic Dialogue: Reflections on Christian Mission Today,
Orbis Books, Maryknoll, 2011, p20.
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For Further Information about the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary Please contact us on:   
  Email: fmmimesvoc@yahoo.co.uk or visit www.fmmvocations.org 

                 36-38 Gwendolen Avenue, Putney, London, SW5 6EJ         Tel: - 0044-7470-386805 
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Lord Jesus Christ,
You have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father,

And have told us that whoever sees you sees Him…

- Pope Francis’ prayer for the Jubilee Year of Mercy
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